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TECHNICAL RAW MATERIALS.

to the tetragonal system (Figs. 249 and 250, k). Hydrochloric and
sulphuric acids cause the crystals to disappear, although with the latter
acid there is no formation of gypsum needles. If, however, the section
is previously boiled in alcohol and then in water, the crystals dissolve in
sulphuric acid and gypsum needles begin to form immediately. This
failure to form needles without the preliminary treatment with hot alcohol
and water may be explained as due to the presence of a fatty or gelatinous

FIG. 250.    Polynesian Ivory Nut.   Endosperm in Longitudinal Section.    (T. F. HANAUSEK.)
Ce cell membrane; m middle lamella; p pit; I lumen; k crystals; Sp diagonal clefts in
the cell membrane.
mass about each crystal which hinders the crystallization of the newly
formed calcium sulphate. The occurrence of calcium oxalate crystals
in a seed with reserve material in the form of hydro-cellulose, not fat and
starch, is a very rare phenomenon.
Polynesian ivory nuts have a yellowish endosperm, whereas the endo-
sperm of true ivory nut is usually bluish white. Now aud then (e.g., in
the year 1895) the quality of the Polynesian nuts is abnormally poor.